Henri Venel, View of the Vallée de Joux from Mont-du-Lac, 1822

Public Drawing in Vallée de Joux
Seminar Week HS25

In the Swiss Jura, many villages have undergone profound structural
transformations over the past decades, challenging a long-existing

fragile equilibrium between people, materials, resources, buildings, and
the environment. In the name of productivity, some farming families
expanded their operations while others abandoned the agricultural sector
altogether, deeply reshaping the relationship between the built and
unbuilt environment. Today, underused or vacant agricultural buildings are
widespread and increasingly define the rural landscape. In certain areas,
tourism has brought new functions to existing buildings—often converted
into vacation homes—uwhile in others, no new uses have emerged.
Formerly lively communities, where local residents both lived and worked,
have been reduced to places with little activity for most of the year.

Le Chenit is a municipality in the Vallée de Joux, in the canton of Vaud. It
includes the villages of Le Brassus, Le Sentier and L'Orient. Surrounded by
forests, alpine meadows, and bordering the Lac de Joux, Le Chenit stands
out for the unique coexistence of natural beauty and craftsmanship. It is
home to the Jura Mountains and the Jura Vaudois Nature Park, as well as
world-renowned watchmaking brands such as Audemars Piguet, Jaeger-
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LeCoultre, Breguet and Blancpain. Traditional chalets and seasonal alpine
farms (alpages), once used for summer cattle grazing, are now undergoing
substantial transformation.

The entire seminar week will be dedicated to drawing a section of the
Vallée de Joux, using representation as both a research method and a tool
for communication. Public drawing is here understood as a way to literally
“draw together”: by mapping both the visible and invisible networks that
shape the territory, students will not only document the complexity of its
spatial and social structures, but also render them legible and shareable
within a broader public discourse. Over the course of five days, participants
will engage directly with the landscape and its ongoing transformations,
collaboratively producing sectional drawings that reveal the layered
interactions between geography, architecture, economy, and society in

a rural region undergoing change. This seminar week is organized by

the Chair of Architectural Behaviorology, led by Prof. Momoyo Kaijima,

in collaboration with the Chair of Theory of Architecture, led by Prof. Dr.
Laurent Stalder, and the Bern University of Teacher Education, with Dr.
Verena Huber Nievergelt.

Location: Le Chenit (VD)

Date: Monday, October 20th - Friday, October 24th
Language: English, German and French

Number of Students: 16 students at D-ARCH + 6 students at PH Bern
Cost category: B

Contact: bergamaschi@arch.ethz.ch, harada@arch.ethz.ch
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