
Contact: kaijima-all@arch.ethz.ch

Focus Work: Building the future behind the tracks 
The role of vacant lots around train stations for urban development 

View of Rosenberg onto St. Gallen. Engraving by Johann Baptist Isenring, 1856, in the Historical Museum of St. Gallen

Organizer: 

Chair of Architectural Behaviorology  *1, IEA, ETH Zürich;    Institute of Sociology, University of St.Gallen, HSG *2,

Learning Goal: Spatial Observation and Research / Hand Drawing / Design Development across industries

Teaching Team : Momoyo KAIJIMA *1, Niklaus REICHLE*2,  Oliver KERRISON*2, TBA*1 

Topic: 

How should inner-city vacant lots be handled with? What knowledge is required for their design? What criteria must planning processes 

meet due to the central importance of these areas for urban development? And how should vacant lots ultimately be designed for sus-

tainable urban development? 

In this course, ETH students will collaborate with future leaders from HSG to study the interplay and tension between space, architecture, 

economy, and society. In interdisciplinary teams, you will collect data, identify key areas of tension, problems, and propose solutions for 

specific spaces. The focus will be on vacant lots near train stations in St.Gallen, which play a crucial role in urban development amidst 

inner-city densification and climate change. 

The final product will be flyers, guides or posters to propose a future vision for developements behind the tracks. Those will be shared and 

presented during three walks in St. Gallen.

Program and location:  

Kick-off:     19 September    at ETH ONA 14:15-18:00, 

      26 September    at HSG Square 14:15-18:00, 

Strolling:     17 October     1st walk through St. Gallen 14:15-18:00, 

      22 November    2nd walk through St. Gallen 14:15-18:00, 

      19 December    3rd walk through St. Gallen 14:15-18:00, 

Submission:     06 December    by 18:00

Students: 12 students at D-ARCH

Assignment: 3 pages of A3 Hand Drawing of the observation & analysis phase, one A1 Hand drawing Design phase, Essay

Credits: Vertiefungsarbeit, 6 ECTS at the Chair of Architectural Behaviorology

Finances: The workshop is tuition free. 

Application: 

Please apply by August 30 2024, sending an email to kaijima-all@arch.ethz.ch with a motivation letter (1 page), a portfolio (5 pages) and cv. 

 Summer Workshop: Bamboo Greenhouse
Collaborative Design and Construction with Bamboo in Kamanuma, Japan

©Siena HIRAO, Kamanuma, Chiba, Japan

Chair of Architectural Behaviorology*1, IEA, ETH Zürich; Yoshiharu Tsukamoto Laboratory, Institute of SCIENCE TOKYO*2;  Small Earth association.
Learning Goal: Behavior Observation and Research / Design Development with bamboo / Research report / Building together
Teaching Team: Prof. Momoyo KAIJIMA*1, Tanguy CAVERSACCIO*1, Lowis GUJER*1, Prof Yoshiharu TSUKAMOTO*2, Siena HIRAO*2

Topic:

Contact: gujer@arch.ethz.ch

Organizer:

How can architecture engage with its environment, existing structures, materials, and community? This summer school invites students to the 
site of Satoyama landscape of Kamanuma, Chiba, Japan. 

A network of farmlands and forests maintained through collective care. Facing challenges from an aging population, the community collaborates 
with urban visitors to preserve this unique cultural and ecological environment. The goal is to design and build a bamboo greenhouse, a 
multifunctional structure for tools, workshops, and gathering spaces, developed in dialogue with the site and its people.

At ETH: Students will analyze the site, materials, and needs, proposing design solutions through models, drawings, and mock-ups, compiled into 
individual project report that will be assemble into one publication.

On-Site: In Kamanuma, students will refine and construct the selected designs alongside local farmers and bamboo artisans, incorporating 
traditional craft into their proposals and learning from the place’s rhythms and resources.

This workshop emphasizes architecture as a thoughtful response to a location, supporting an exchange of ideas that blends academic research 
with the knowledge of local practices and craft.

Program and location: 
Kick-off:     20 February       ETH ONA G27 9:00 - 12:00
Idea development:    Every Thursday 27 Februray - 13 March    ETH ONA G27 9:00 - 12:00
Idea competition    13 March       ETH ONA G27 9:00 - 12:00
Design developement:   Every Thursday 27 March - 10 April   ETH ONA G27 9:00 - 12:00
Final Design     17 April       ETH ONA G27 9:00 - 12:00
 
Building preparation   2 June - 6 June      Zürich
Meeting in Tokyo    8 June        Tokyo
On site     9 June - 27 June      Kamanuma

Students: 10 students at  D-ARCH
Assignment: Vertiefungsarbeit, 6 ECTS at the Chair of Architectural Behaviorology
Finances: Accommodation will be supported in Kamanuma. Participants must arrange their own travel to Tokyo.

Application:
please apply by January 10 2025, sending an email to gujer@arch.ethz.ch with a motivation letter (1 page), a portfolio (5 pages) and cv.


