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	 Increasing urbanization, denser living conditions, higher rents, and more ex-
pensive apartment prices are redefining our use of public space today. We are seeking 
in the exterior the comfort we are not able to afford in our interiors. By designing public 
furniture thoughtfully, we can transform a seemingly residual space of the city into an 
integral part of our public life. 

	 Determining what constitutes a good public space is a fundamental question. 
To answer this question, Students analyzed sites on the Hönggerberg Campus and the 
adjacent Waldlabor forest through the method of public drawing, and developed their 
own furniture in 1:20. 11 of the 72 projects were selected and further developed over the 
course of the semester in groups of 6. 

	 Using the methods of Architectural Behaviorology, combining analytical re-
search to 1:1 Mock-Up testing, students questioned the needs of the users and re-
sponded to them by designing temporary furniture on each sites. 

	 On May 31st at 10:00 next to the “HIL Plaza”, we cordially invite you to explore 
the 11 installations. by using the map, you are free to explore and discover the projects 
in any order. Students will be present at each installation to present their furniture and 
the process that led to it. The day will conclude with a final discussion and apero in the 
forest at 5:30 pm next to “Hut and Fire” (n°7).
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Tools

Material for structure
Larch wood, Spruce wood or others

x1 x30

Triangle Chair

Material for hammock

To build your own triangle chair, all you need

are the materials and tools listed below, a

buddy to help you and a free afternoon.

Craftsmanship is an advantage but not essential

- anyone can make their own model. So get

started with these simple instructions and you'll

soon be relaxing in your homemade chair!

x10x30

a) Wood glue

b) 8mm Wood dowels

c) Riveting pliers

d) Fabric scissors

e) Sledge hammer

f) Sewing machine

g) Sanding utilery
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h) Hand saw

i) 8mm Drill, machine

j) Soft fabric

k) Polyester fabric

l) Needles

m) Tubular rivets
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11 Public installations HXE Grassland The Cliff

HPI Plaza

Student Village Illegal Fire Place NorthHIL Terrace

HWW Grassland Waldlabor Hub

HIL Plaza Hut and Fire Illegal Fire Place South

4. The Platillion 8. The Root

2. The Flying  Bench

5. The Stage 9. WoodWeb1. The Shelf

6. Wavy Oasis 10. Furnished tree

3.  Die Tafel ist gerichtet 7. The Cube 11. Stackable Stools

New life enters the unnoticed triangular 
piece of meadow hidden at the edge of 
the campus. with two platforms built with  
recycled material from the former Huber 
Pavilions, a piece of history is reborn in a 
new form. 
The wooden platforms serve as a calm 
place to linger and get a moment of mind-
fulness during busy daytime. While parties 
take place in the HXE the platforms offer a 
place to gather and get some fresh air. 

In the forest on the Hönggerberg, at the 
gorge of the Holderbach, stands the ins-
tallation ‘The Root’. It consists of seve-
ral hexagonal bodies arranged in a row, 
which together form an oversized real 
root. Since a root can be interpreted as a 
place to dwell and also as a playground, 
The Root serves as a place to play and 
rest, especially for children who spend 
time in the forest. They can climb over it, 
sit or stand on it, crawl under it, or hide in 
the hexagonal bodies.

The flying bench is situated discreetly 
behind the HPI building on the campus 
Hönggerberg. This hidden location serves 
as a starting point for excursions orga-
nized by the „Waldlabor» association, offe-
ring a peaceful gathering spot where one 
can learn about the local bird species. Sus-
pended silhouettes showcase their colors, 
appearance, and migration, while movable 
backrests provide general information. If 
needed, participants can also use them as 
stools during their forest exploration

This hub of creative expression invites 
users to showcase their talents to the 
entire student village, using personal ins-
truments or on-site xylophones, which 
also match the stripped façade. Beyond 
its primary function for performance, it 
offers a relaxation sphere for sitting or 
lounging. Its open design ensures specta-
tors in courtyards and balconies enjoy an 
unhindered view, turning the space into a 
vibrant platform of communal interaction 
and expression.

The WoodWeb consists of wooden logs 
tensioned between tree trunks from the 
local forest. 
The installation aims to bring attention 
to the fragile relationship between hu-
mans and the forest both in a figurative 
way, with a balancing game, and as an 
educational medium. Engravings on the 
wooden logs and handles inform the user 
about the right and wrong behaviour in 
the forest and their consequences.

The Shelf is a wooden furniture system 
that nestles in the HIL Terrace. Vertical 
wooden columns, arranged on a grid 
structure, allow the user to freely set woo-
den panels and thus create different uses. 
The modular panels are marked in red 
colour to differentiate them from fixed to 
non-modular panels. The vertical wooden 
panels are in fact fixed here and only serve 
as a stiffening, but through their inscrip-
tions playfully teach the visitor about the 
local forest.

Next to the seed city and the student vil-
lage lies a tiny meadow, a habitat for in-
sects, plants, and birds. In the high grass, 
a hidden wooden platform floats, serving 
as a tranquil oasis. Its dynamic waves of-
fer relaxation for passersby and an explo-
ratory haven for children and adults to ob-
serve, explore, and learn about the diverse 
plant and animal life from a new perspec-
tive.

This bench and stools are outcome of 
100% exploitation of a birch going from 
the trunk to the smallest branches, no-
thing stays unused. No further materials 
such as glue or nails are added, making 
the project completely organic.
Placed next to the path the bench is ea-
sily accessible. Forming a half circle, a 
conversation pit emerges. However, it 
can also be used elsewise as the bench 
does not have a strict orientation.

A 13.5 meter long table with two benches 
serves as the complement for the Stefano 
Franscini Square. This provides enough 
space for a wide variety of activities: ea-
ting, working, meeting, playing. Comfort 
is ensured by the seat cushions and the 
beveled edges of the table. The table top 
is covered with an educational snakes & 
ladders about wood economy, which en-
courages interactions between campus 
actors. Red color brings together the indi-
vidual constructive elements into a unity.

Creating a flexible seating arrangement 
around a campfire, while also engaging 
children in environmental learning and 
supporting the cooking process, this pro-
ject addresses an important needs of the 
site in a simple and straightforward way. 
Each side of the box serves a unique func-
tion to support the feeling of communa-
lity while using materials from nature and 
being held together by a simple plug-in 
system.

This public furniture is an ensemble of 12 
unique stools, each recalling an animal 
of the forest. Located at the southern en-
trance of the forest the furniture is modest 
in size and footprint. Rather than conflic-
ting with the forest the fireplace acts as a 
threshold between humans and the diffe-
rent actors of the forest. Our project aims 
to accomdate different behaviours and 
raise awareness through artifacts.


